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alling Our Past

History of the Hagerstown Area Softball League

Our League’s origin can be recalled as going back to the 1960’s when it was called the “Cantreel League” and games were played at Bester School.  In the 1970’s the name was changed to the “Smithsburg-Lietersburg League.”
Dave Odell, who has been playing in the League since 1978 and states, “I’ve been playing ever since,” can remember when the league played all over the tri-state area and Jim Beard was the President.  He recalls playing ball at in places like “the Armory (between State Line and Greenscastle), Boradfording Church, Brooklane, Chewsville, Church of the Brethren, City Park, E. Russell Hicks, Jerr-Dan, Lietersburg Fire Hall, Pangborn. Paul Pryor Stadium, River Bottom Park in Williamsport. St. Maria Goretti, Ringgold, Williamsport Middle or Elementary School and Wilson Ruritan.”
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He remembers that, “Ringgold Field had a real short right field.  If you hit the ball on the road it was a home run, so a lot of right-handed hitters would try for right field!  Brooklane had a stream or small creek that was [considered] a homerun if you hit the ball over it.  Pryor Stadium was a cow pasture that was sometimes still in use.  Occasionally, we would have to pick-up cow patties before game time.  And rough???  If you could play infield at Pryor Stadium… you could play anywhere!  If you hit a ball on Broadfording’s gym roof it was a home run.  Then there was Lietersburg.  They had a chain between posts about shin high for a home run in left field.  Dead center was old chicken house.  Right field went right up a hill just past the infield.”  


          Dave Odell in 1978
Some of the teams back then were “Bethel Church of God, Broadfording Brethren, Chewsville, Dual Highway Church of God, Grace I and II, Hagerstown Church of the Brethren, Hagerstown Grace, Lietersburg Lutheran, Longmeadow Church of the Brethren, Paramount Brethren, St. Marks, Williamsport Church of God, and Willowbrook Seven Day Adventists.”
Mike Kelbaugh, current HACSL President, says that the “League is around 60 years old.”  When he started playing in the League back in 1991, all of the games were played at the Wilson Ruritan Softball complex, which has since been demolished.  At the time, we had about eight or nine teams.  He remembers that “Otterbein, Grace, Tri State, and Ringgold and possibly a few others” were the churches playing in the League at the time.
In 1996, Mike was running a church basketball league, and when the League’s president at that time, Warrant Barrett stepped down, he felt the Lord’s calling, and filled the vacancy.  After Mike became President, the League was playing games at Washington Country (Maryland) parks, like Marty Snook (a.k.a, Halfway) Complex, Black Rock, and Pinesburg.
In 2000, the majority of our games at were being played at Fairgrounds Park in Hagerstown.  Once at the Fairgrounds, teams which were playing two nights a week expanded adding more teams, separated into divisions and began playing just once a week.  Mike recalls that this is “when the League really began to grow.”  Mike expressed that one of the biggest difference between now and from the earlier days is “the benefit of the Christian camaraderie experienced by playing in one place, rather than being scattered on several fields throughout the Hagerstown area.”  He said that “it’s wonderful to see teams having devotions after games, the church families coming together to have fun and support their teams.”

Mike especially loves the fellowship amongst everyone at the League’s annual Sports Dinner, where past and present Oriole players such as Scott McGregor, Adam Lowen and the late Pat Kelley, as well as, former Yankee pitcher, Tommy John have been our guest speakers and shared their journeys with Christ.  “Over the past five years, I have personally witnessed over 100 people accept Christ as their personal Savior.  I know Christ has a place for this League in Hagerstown because He honors this League by giving us not just a softball league, but a place for Jesus Christ and his people to gather and a place where people come to know Him.”
Since the League has never had an official historian to track of its changes since its inception, there is a lot of unkown history.  We hope that the churches, teams, players and other individuals who have additional information and stories they wish to share, will come forward and tell us so that we can fill in the gaps.  We will call this a “living history” encompassing the past, present and future of what is know known as the Hagerstown Area Church Softball League.

If you have additional information or pictures you would like to share, please contact HACSL@myactv.net
